
TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
Maccabean Revolt, Messianic Fulfillment—WEEK 1 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil or pens. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Pray together that your family will persevere and continue to live out the Lenten 
season with Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. 

 
God’s people returned to the Promised Land and worked hard to rebuild what 
they lost through sin and idolatry, this includes their land and their lives. 
 
After Persia, Greece came into power.  The Greeks decided that all people should 
worship the way the Greeks did and forced everyone to accept Greek ways even 
in the land of Israel.  However, the Jewish people revolted. We now enter the 
“Maccabean Revolt” which is the 10th period in the Bible Timeline.  It is the   
color orange to represent the fire in the oil lamps in the purified temple. (Review 
your Bible Timeline Chart) 
 
The people of Israel learned their lesson when they were in exile.  They would   
rather follow God than abandon him.  The Jewish people fought back even to the 
point of risking their own lives. 
 
One heroic Jewish mother watched her seven sons be killed in front of her        
because they would not disobey God.  She was also killed.  They all believed that 
they would see God after they died so they chose to die rather than disobey God.  
People who die for their faith are called martyrs. 

 
Discussion with your Family: 
Is it always easy to follow God?  Why or why not? 
 

How would you feel if God was not part of your life? 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Justin 
 
Feast Day: June 1 
 
Justin, born in Palestine at the start of the second century, searched everywhere for truth. He 
traveled to big cities, where he talked and studied with wise teachers. One day, a stranger told 
Justin to read the Old Testament prophets, who 
had foretold the coming of Christ. He did this, 
and it led him to see that the Christian religion 
taught the truth. He was baptized. 

Justin began to speak and write in defense of 
Christianity, since some people were attacking 
it. His books give us insight into the early 
Church. In one of them he described the       
ceremony of Baptism around the year 160. It 
was similar to the ceremony today. In another 
place, he wrote that the Sunday meetings of the 
Christian community included readings from 
Scripture, a homily, offering of bread and wine, 
and giving Holy Communion. 

In about 165, Justin was arrested for being a 
Christian but refused to give up his faith. The 
judge asked him, “Do you have an idea that you 
will go to heaven and receive some suitable  
rewards?” Justin answered, “It is not an idea 
that I have; it is something that I know well and 
hold to be most certain.” The judge ordered him 
killed. 
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-justin 



GOSPEL READING 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 11, 2018 

John 3:14-21 
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to  
condemn the world,  but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him 
will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he 
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came 
into the world, but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil. For      
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his 
works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works 
may be clearly seen as done in God.  
 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031118-year-b.cfm 

Family Connection 

Parents whose children are afraid of the dark are struck by John’s observation that 
darkness is preferred to light. Perhaps this is as it should be. God made us to live in 
the light of his love. But this original friendship with God was corrupted by sin. Our sin 
causes us to shy away from Christ, the light that has come into the world. During the 
season of Lent, we try to fight this tendency by remembering God’s great mercy and 
the salvation that we have received through Jesus. We do not fear confessing our sins, 
knowing that God forgives us, and so, during Lent, we seek out opportunities to       
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

After your family gathers, sit for a time in darkness, then light a candle. Invite people to 
talk about what it felt like to be in the darkness and to compare that to their feelings 
when the candle was lit. What are we able to see by the limited glow of the candlelight 
that we couldn’t see when we were sitting in darkness? Read today’s Gospel, John 
3:14-21. John’s Gospel teaches us that Jesus was the light that came into the world. In 
this light we know ourselves to be sinners, but we are not condemned. Instead we 
have been saved because we have been forgiven through Jesus’ sacrifice on the 
cross. Conclude in prayer together, thanking God for the great gift of forgiveness we 
have received through Jesus. Pray together the Act of Contrition. 
  
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-b-
sunday-connection 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/act-of-contrition.htm

